PROCLAMATION OF THE DECENNIUM OF THE RIGHTS OF NATURE

The signing organizations, representatives of social, academic, non-governmental
organizations, communities, Ecuadorian and world citizens,

Considering

That, on the 28th of September, 2018, the tenth-year anniversary of the approval of the
referendum of the Constitution of Montecristi will be celebrated; act in which the Rights of
Nature or Pachamama were recognized in Ecuador.

That, Ecuador is the first country in the world in recognize, at a constitutional level the Rights of
Nature.

That, the approval of the Rights of Nature or Pachamama, constitutes an inspirational step at a
worldwide level in the search for a new paradigm to face the imminent environmental crisis,
which its biggest evidence is the climate change phenomenon and the massive extinction of
species.

That, in the last years, the international debate in regards to the protection of the planet has
been significantly enriched with perspective of the Rights of Nature. The World People’s
Conference for Mother Earth and Climate Change, that took place in Cochabamba in 2010, the
initiative of the United Nations “Harmony with Nature” Dialogue as a global proposal, that looks
to contribute a non-anthropocentric view in respect to the ecological problem, the Laudato Si
about the care of our common home of the Catholic Church, amongst other milestones, show
the global impact of the perspective of the Rights of Nature.

That, nature has been and continues to be victim of aggressions that put at risk the very
existence of life on planet Earth.

That, various countries have adopted judicial, legislative and public policy decisions that are in
accord with the perspectives of the Rights of Nature, by recognizing as subjects of rights to non-
human personas like animals, rivers and other natural spaces (i.e.: New Zealand and Colombia).

That, at an international level other legal experiences that recognize Rights of Nature in their
judicial systems (Bolivia), regional constitutions (Mexico) and municipal ordinances (United
States of America).

That, at a national level, the Rights of Nature have been an inspiration and instrument for social
movements, indigenous people, farmers, women’s associations, children and young people,
ecologists, environmentalists and human rights movements, that fight to defend Nature and the
local communities affected by extraction-based and mega-infrastructure projects.

That, in approximately twenty-four judicial cases, Ecuadorian judges, including the ones in the
highest national tribunal spheres, which is the Constitutional Court, have expressed
guardianship of Nature.



That, the planning and public policy instruments approved by the State and autonomous
decentralized governments adopt and develop Rights of Nature, in their National Planning for
“Buen Vivir” and the Territorial Ordinance Plans.

That, it is necessary to amplify and delve into the debate regarding the conceptual and
philosophical aspects of Rights of Nature, as well as its use in the defense and protection of our
planet.

We resolve

In exercise of our freedom of expression, thoughts, associative and organization rights with legal
purposes, to participate in public affairs to defend and promote fundamental rights:

Declaring of the Decennium of Rights of Nature (2018-2028), crucial period in history which
humanity is faced with key decisions to guarantee its survival, by rectifying political and practical
economic decisions that in the last centuries have led to the decay in the environmental quality
of the planet.

Calls on people, organizations and national and international institutions to unite in a common
effort to deeply comprehend and the development of the rights that protect Nature as main
subject of immanent dignity.

Working so that the Ecuadorian State, the United Nations, the Organization of American States
and other States and International Organisms, undertake processes to declare the Decade of
Rights of Nature as a means to an end to generate normative and political instruments to expand
their recognition.

v

Urges all of the States to adopt the recognition of the Rights of Nature within their judicial
frameworks, especially those of Ecuador and Bolivia, and to guarantee the Rights of Nature and
to promote de Decennium within their frontiers, as well as in the system of the United Nations.

Signing below,

-Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature

-Natalia Greene, Presidenta CEDENMA

-Cecilia Cherrez, Presidenta Accidén Ecoldgica

-Braulio Gutierrez, Ruta por la Verdad

-Javier Felix, Terra Mater

-Maria Belén Pdez, Fundacion Pachamama

-Mario Melo, Fundacion Tiam

-Universidad Andina Simdn Bolivar

-Centro de Derechos Humanos de la PUCE

-José Rivadeneira, Coordinadora Ecuatoriana de Agroecologia
-Alberto Acosta, ex Presidente Asamblea Constituyente
-Fred Larredategui, abogado ambientalista



-Alice Brites Osorio de Oliveira, Observatoire des Mutations Institutionnelles et Juridiques
(OM1J), Miembro de la Red ALEC, Université de Limoges, France.

-Observatorio de Ecologia Politica de Venezuela

-Mariluz Nova Laverde, Docente-investigadora, Facultad de Ciencias Econdmicas y Sociales,
UNIVERSIDAD DE LA SALLE

-Franck Gaudichaud, Universitario y Copresidente de France Amérique Latine

-Paulino Nufez Mufioz, Contradeudas CADTM-AYNA Venezuela, Plataforma Ciudadana y Camino
de Tierra y Libertad, Sanchorquiz, Guarairarepano

-Pablo Quintero, Profesor, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul

-Felipe Pacuri Flores KANARUNA, Director de Asuntos legales del instituto de Paz y Derechos
Humanos para el Desarollo Sostenible de la Amazonia

-Santos Gosme Caceres Quispe, Secretario general de la Federacion unificada de campesinos de
espinar, Cusco - Peru

-Hugo Blanco Galdos, Director, en nombre del cuerpo de redaccion de la publicacion peruana
"Lucha Indigena"

-Pablo Ospina Peralta, Docente de la Universidad Andina Simén Bolivar

-Federico Demaria, ICTA Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona

-Carlos Antonio Martin Soria Dall'Orso, Ph. D., docente en la UNALM y PUCP de Lima, Perd.
-Enrique Viale, Asociacion Argentina de Abogados Ambientalistas (AAdeAA)

-Emiliano Teran Mantovani, Observatorio de Ecologia Politica de Venezuela, Centro de Estudios
del Desarrollo (CENDES)

-Raul Prada Alcoreza, Bolivia

-Joan Pedro Carafiana

-Maria Amelia S. Dickie, Brasil

-Juan Fernando Vega Cuesta, Ex-Asambleista Constituyente, se adhiera en forma personal y
colectivamente a nombre de Montecristi Vive-Azuay y la Comision nacional Anticorrupcién-
Nucleo del Azuay.

-Organizacion de Mujeres Indigenas Amazdnicas Wanaaleru

-Rodrigo Sanchez Enriquez

-Arturo D. Villanueva Imafa, Socidlogo, Bolivia )
-Alfonso Cotera Fretel, Director Ejecutivo, Red Peruana de Comercio Justo y Consumo Etico
-Dra. Dominique Gay-Sylvestre, Directora general de la red ALEC y representa la Red
Internacional ALEC "Territorios, Poblaciones Vulnerables y Politicas Publicas" de la Universidad
de Limoges (Francia)

-Carolina Ortiz Fernandez, Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos

-Enrique Leff, México

-Joan Pedro Carafiana, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

-Edgardo Lander, Universidad Central de Venezuela

-José Astudillo Banegas, Alternativas al Desarrollo

-Carlos Pérez Unagua, CAOI y ECUARUNARI

-Gonzalo Herrera, Instituto de Estudios Ecuatorianos

-Danilo Quijano

-Eduardo Gudynas, CLAES Centro Latino Americano de Ecologia Social

-Niurka Pérez Rojas, Universidad de La Habana

-Catherine Walsh, Universidad Andina Simén Bolivar

-Henry Escalante Garcia, Santa Cruz-Bolivia

-Paulo Celso da Silva, Profesor del Grupo de Investigaciones Midia, Ciudad y transformaciones -
Sociales del Programa de Postgrado en Comunicacion y Cultura - Universidad de Sorocaba, Sdo
Paulo, Brasil

-Mara Rovida, Profesor del Grupo de Investigaciones Midia, Ciudad y transformaciones Sociales
del Programa de Postgrado en Comunicacién y Cultura - Universidad de Sorocaba, Sao Paulo,
Brasil

-Wilton Garcia, Profesor del Grupo de Investigaciones Midia, Ciudad y transformaciones Sociales
del Programa de Postgrado en Comunicacién y Cultura - Universidad de Sorocaba, Sao Paulo,
Brasil



-Felipe Lopes, Profesor del Grupo de Investigaciones Midia, Ciudad y transformaciones Sociales
del Programa de Postgrado en Comunicacién y Cultura - Universidad de Sorocaba, Sao Paulo,
Brasil

-Verénica Acosta E., Ecuador

-Pluriversidad Oikologias

-Alberto Rojas

-Rodrigo Arce Rojas, Docente de Ecologia Antropoldgica de la Maestria de Ecologia y Gestion
Ambiental de la Universidad Ricardo Palma



